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CHURCH- G: ATHOLICK; 


FOR 
| KI E $ TS, and all others that are in holy Or-3 


, ; Shore that Rave not'the gift of Continency, -& are & 
*Anvjet ſoto looke on, women as to. luſt after them, & 

hs, - awhich-i 1s heart Adultery:That if they lo pleaſe,may i : 
P Bly marry, though they have vowed chaftity. & b 


it forth' out: of tender compaſſion to their poore 
 22OU wls;ſuch eſpecially(if there be ſuch amongſt them) £ 
#7 \thatare of noble and Heroick ſpirits, and ſcorne to'F 
d Vs Ji faved to the Popes decrees, not grounded on 
©. Ser ture! to their Own deſtrution both of ſouls and £ 
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We The words of the Diſpenſation followeth. 
EHOLD, Thus faith the Lord, ( chongh i ie 15 true that 


juch who have power over their own wills, and have decreed 

in cheir hearts 80 keep their Virginity, and to make them. 

= ſelves chaſte for tbe kingdome if beavens ſake, finding for 

the prefent they have” the gift of continexcie, which none can have, b;: 

they fe whom: it given, fee Mar. 19. 10, 11, 12. 

In caſe they make themſelues chafte and remain tmmarricd, hey do 

: well, and that which is their ducy, and the beſt forthem ; ſee 1 Cor. 
7. 37, 38,.39, 40. ſee alſo, verl. 28. & 32.35, 36, 

Yet tg the reſidue who have not power over their own wills, but their 
minds areunchafte ; Thus ſaith the Lord) Increaſe and multiply, ard 
yepleniſh the earth \ and ſubdue i it, Gen. 1. 28 and Chap, 9. 1. /f thr 
” Cannot containe e.let them marry for it i better fur to marry then ts burn; 

a4 Cor, 2.:9 To avid fornication, let every man bave hu wife, and let 
ery woman bave her owne kucband, 1 Cor. 7.1, 2. Marriage « 
hononrable amongſt all men, & the bed undefiled, bur whoremen ers and 
adnlrerers God will Judge ; lee Heb. 13+ 4. 


- "reri; Then marriage is honourable alſo amongſt Prieſts; and they 
ought not to be reftrained,nor forb:d to matry : nor quphe they to 
bind themſelves from it,nor is it unboly,nor diſhonourable, neitherin 
them nor in the holieſt men; Adaw in his innocency was bis to in- 
creaſe 3nd multiply, and-the bolier men are, and ſo much the more 
likely they are to increaſe and multiply an holy and honourable ge- 
neration : and ſo onthe contrary, ſee Deur. 23. 2, 3.6,7,8.and Exod: 


Mart. 3.7. & 12, 30- 

But tl:ey cannot be expeRted to mulciply a bely generation, unleſſc 
they have wives, for children begotten in adultery, are not ordirar.y 
accounted holy,nor i in fornication, though by regeneration they may 

. be made holy;And therefore it is faid, ifthey canner containe, ler them 
Be  warry. And to avoid fornication,let EUET.J 1947 have his wife, and let 

Mes dex; women have ber own lneband.. 

;. But ET every'man, then why not Priefts ? for Priefs are men, if they 


Buc if marciagebe honoareble amonrgfi]-il men, and chat Prieſts be I 


' 20. 5, 6.& 34. 7. & Plal, 14. 5. & 22.30. & 78. 8. Pſal. 112, 2.& 
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and the brethre of the Lird, ard Cephas, who wind all hely men, Pto- 
ided-it he two Siſters, ſee 1 Cor. 8. y. As it had been lawſull ala 
for Paul and: Barnabas bad they not had the gift of continencie, for 
then they badbeen called of God to marry,and bound to it by neee(- 
ſity, and that nor only to avoid-fornication, but to multiply and en. 
t | creaſe a godly ſeed, for repleniſhment of the earth, 8& ſee Matth. 2; 
a 15.Andit is not of God but the Devills pollicies,and doctrins to per- 
7” | fwadeholy-men not to marry,and what in bim lyeth,he will binder it 
"XN leaft fuch ſhould be mulcipiyed as are againſt his Kingdom, therefote 
#* || all ſach authority as dotb,or wou'd hinderit, belongeth to his Kiog- 
dome,and it is be that governs in ſuch men, as uſurpe ſuch authority 


ber $5 


0 } without Scri ptareground , for there is no Scripture that forbiddeth 
'"- | to marry, if either called or neceſlicated fo it. - 
They might as well blame Petey and the reft of the Apoſtles, an 


1 exclude them out of the number of holy men, and out of the number 
"4 || of thoſein holy orders,as to exclude Pricfts, becauſe they cannot con- 
") I taine, but are ingaged to marry; Conſidering 5+ i berrer 19 marry then 
'7 | roaburye, ortoluft, For the Law hath ſaid, thou ſhalt nt luſt, Bur 
never ſaidjthou ſhalt not marry,ſee Rom. 7. 7. ; 
1 | , And whereas the Prieſts objeA, That they muft not marry; for they 
"| have vowed chaſtity, and were ſo ingaged, by the: Lawes of the 
ED ' Church, before they could ve admitted into holy orders;and alſo muſt 
* | bedepradedapaine, ifthey ſhould ſo break their vow, as to marry, 


w- thouphvnever ſo great neceſſity ſhould require it, the yow being made 
mY unto God;/it mutt not be retraQed,nor revoked, | 

in | nfm. It isin effeR anſwered already, for who required this vow 
ore 09087 hanas ? 


» | And this is not the true Church- Catholick that impoſed on you 
» 4. || this oÞligarion, but quite contradictory to the mmd and will of the 

' & | 4rcb-Sheapbrard,and Biſbop of all our ſouls,wiho never required any F 
"* | fuchvowyat your hands, and he biddeth his true Church- Catholick 
1efſe tO do a{ that he commandeth,and neither adde thereto, nor detralt there- 

from, (ee Deut. 4. 2. & Chap. 12. 32. And therefore ſuch vowes ate 

abſolutely unlawfull, becauſe never commanded, nor approved of by 

dim ;atid cherefore'they are to be Ranked amonp(i ſuch vowes as are 

made by'a chaid-or a wife, which ber father diſatowerb,or ber huaband = 
difatiwedb,wbich are made voide, and ſhall not ſtand by reaſon of 


- "5 


they Tuch diſallowance,end the Lord will forgive them and not require hen 
Per, 2H0rih avnds, ſeo lamb. 30, 5,8: 13. 15, 
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© 039. 
IT: — if. a father cr an husband may make s'yow yoide by his difal. 
& lowance of it, Holy much more will che father of ſpirits make ſuch 
_ yowes void, and of none «ffe&, and not require them of us, whick he 
i never:did either require at our hands, nor incourage us to make, but 
hath who'ly diſallowed to make any vow s.to do any thing contrary 
$0 his cxpretſe command, Now his command iSexpreſt to excreaſe and 
msliiply, and that to thee in particular, if thou art not ſure that thou I. 
haſt the eife of continency, 2nd fewer over thine e371 will, rather the; 
buyxe, as hath been:proved, 
Aad thou. peremprorily vo:veſt thou wilt not ohiey him but do qQiits 
the contrar\ :and therefore this is nor a mitter to mike vows binding | 
[> | zn.for it is not lawfull to make ſuch a vow,i:1 regird no manknoweth | | 
*Y that he cat) keep it, nor but that he is, or may ere long be calledef Þ | 
| 
| 


God to marry,& ſhall a min biad himſelf out from obeying his call 
rothe holy eltace of matrimony, where God hatfhrrequired no ſuch 
thing. Th:re was orce above forty men that bound themſelves with an 
84th that they would neither eat nor drink, till they bad killed Panl,ard 
yet they were prevented and did not kill bim, now had.ir not been fl | 
jeife murther inthem. ro have kept their oach and neither to have eat 
nor:d:unke but ſtarved themſelves, and deftroyed their ſouls to ook, 
lee Acts 22.12. 13, 

Nowthe caſe is manifeſtly the ſame with ſuch who:have raſhly ail 
preſumptuouſly vowed chaftiry, in caſe they cannot contain but burr 
with unchaRte defires, And:is jc cot ſelfe deſtruction both of ſoul and 
body, to continue in that mind, were it net far betrer for ſuch to mar | 

-y3i then ſ0 tO barre ;- Their wow being manifeltly a preſumptuous ſin, 
as ſo they now find, becauſe they cannot keep it, bur live in heart «- 
dul ery, or fornication, and ſo already inthe breach of their vow of 

-chaſtiry,in.the ſight ok God andot their. own. conſciences which is 
worſer.ard a greater fig. then the breactyof theic yow. by taking 
wife ; Nay: for oaght they know, their. burningin defire is a cal] of 
Gold to take a wife; And.ifſo, wherber 52 were better for them to bt) 

d or man, let themſelves be Judges. L 

* Arid wheredo they reade ir. allthe Scrip: ures either of fuch com 
Was or ſuch a.praRice? Do we read of any in Scripture eicher men 

_ '@. women;that bound themſelves to cbaſtity by vows? Nay, doe we 
» read of anyin Scripture, either holy or prophane,that didit,bur fuch 
who are atche.Church of Rowe? & at the fs it decreeing of it; it wi 

grievous tothe whole Church; and only c done; cout of meer: humane 
- atleny le3 che Fives and ide men in holy «dey, ſhould b 
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the mote chargeable to the Eburech, then in caſe they were ſingle, as: 2-9 
igevidettin tbe E celtfrafticall HiRoryes, which was an horrible; and. 
| moſt yotoriouſly wicked and nnmercifull dectee, both for their ſouls 
ard bodies;and a manifeſt U:urpation of power & authcrity over the 
conſcier:ces of men, yea over Chriſt himſe!f,and againſt his Kingdom, 
and his exprefſe commands and precepts, as bath been ſhewed. 
a | -  Butificbz objcRed, that we ought to obey rhe Church the pillar 
: i and ground of trath and to obey them that have the ralt.over ma, aud are. 
ever 4 in the Lord, and admaniſh 1s, for they watch for our ſoules. 


Sit, Jo. CTY VS en - 7 


b Anſw. It is true if they be over usin the Lord, and watch for our. 
o  foulsindecc, and'be of the Church indeed, of which Chrift is the 
h £ Head, and be ſubſervient unto himgand hold ro rhe Heal rommanding! 
f nothing but what he requires, and enjoyreth them to command ard 
il Þ t2ach; burthe head of the true Catholick- Church never made fuch 
1 Lawes, nor bound ſuch hear 7 burthens to lay on'mens fhenldirs ; fee 
n i Luke 11, 46. nor whereby to oblige either Priefts or people, n 
d WW neither men nor womer, that they ſhould not marry, and encreaſe. 


en and muliiply, ard repteniſh the earth as well as others;yea'as well us 
a i Piter,and the reſt of the Apeſtles, &c. in caſe-they have nit the gift of 
rt BY contintncy, for incaſe they haveyghey bad better-not marry; as hath 


been ſaid before : But it was a ſort of men of whom the Apoſtle P.x!. 

:d BY hath long ſtnce forerold nu; of: (ro wit. )T hat ts the latter times ſome. 

mn ſW fall depart from the faith, giving heed unto lying ſpirits, & defi ines. 

nl i of Devills, {praking lyes through kypecrifte, having thrir canſcizuce 

r 8 ſeared 43 with an hot Iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to ab- 

In, 1 faine from meats, which God hath created to be received. with thaxks» 

+ W giving of themthat believe and know the trnth ; And thus faith:the A- 

of MM poſtle,the Spirie fake rxpreſſely,in choſe dayes which hath now Jorg: 

is WH fince ben vecrifted by the deerees, and inhibitions, and commands of 

5 1 WW the Church of Rume in expreſſe words ;.ſ;e 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2,3. No min: 

of W can deny bur theſe are the latter times of which the Spiric ſpake ;;nor 

3 I that theſe are thetnen departed from thefaich, who-are found ating 
according as the Spirit then ſpakeg branding them out as with a ſign in 

m | their forekeads, chat ſo the true Church Cacholick might. know chem 

en i dy-Gght,when they appeared inthe world ; ang. that from all othcr 

we By people under che whole heaven, leſt they ſhould be deceived ſo as to 

periſhwith themand be partakers of their par goa hee plaguer. 

+ Andaboveall other markes of the Anticbriftian Church,there are 

none-:more\viſible,;and legible,and in plainer charraGters,. nor more - | 

didelible;for:ſu.longa time 'vf cootnyaciorgthen theſe two offarbid. 


ding to. marry, aid eoninranding to abſtain from meats, Fc. For this 1 
dare boldly afferezrthat:thereis no people or nation in all the world 
char profelſerh the Chriftian-Faith;thar forbid marriage to. any ſor: 
of people, unleſſe to their ſlaves and vaſſe}ls, bat. only, the Church of 
Rome, andthoſe that follow their faith;andindeed are faves to them, 
and ſo are of their Church, conſidered as under the ſame Head ; (to 
wit) the Pope : Nor can this-very brand whereby the Spirit of God 

- hath ſoexpreſſely tigmatized and marked them our co vs, by all their 
lcarningand cunning fleights, and crooked evaſions, be ſcratched our, 
orſo much as covered ; bur ir remaineth fiill indejlibly viſible to all 
che reformedChurches; who thereby certainly know as by a viſible 

badge, and clearecharacter that they are the men that are departed 
from the fairh: That is to ſay, frow the faichof | the true Church-Ca. 
cholick, andthat give he24'anto lying ſpirits, and defbrines of Deville, 
ſpeakgug lyes through bypocrifse, having their conſciences ſeared as with 
an hot Iron, &c. 1 Tim 4- 1,2, 3. And doub:lefſe were not their 
conſciences;ſeared they would confeſle it; And did they rot give more 
heed nntolying ſpirits, and doftrines of Deville, theti-to the Spirit of 
cruth ard to his doQrines; they would certainly repent and be great. 
ly aſhamed, either ro accord with, or praRtice in the leaſt correſpon- 
dent therefinto : And when they maintain ſuch doFtrins, they can» 
not chafe bur falſifie and /pek Hes rhrewgh bypocriſee 3 for their own 
conſciences though never ſo ſeared, if they be-but rationall men,and 
believe; theſe Seriprures wilt witneffe againtt them eo their very faces; 
and that theſe are no better-then meer dofFrines.of Devills, and that 
the Charch of R-we and their government is properly called ;hat man 
of ſi» which ſbould be revealed before the coming of that dey of Chrift. 
'The Church of Rowe (I ſay.) andthe government tkereof,confidered 
a5 under their Head, che Pope; is that man of ſin, ſee 2 Theff, 2. Ch. 

3, A, 5, 6, 72 8, 9, 6,11, Iz. OW 9 | - | - 

\ __ For firſt, as it hath been proved, theſe are the men departed 
frem the faith andthe Apoftle plainly afferterh,that rhe day of Chriſt | th 
ſhould not come except their come a falling away firft, «nd that man of fin | af] 
be revealed the ſon of perdition; verſ, 3. From which it is clearethat | 

this faking away is meant of 4 falling away;or Ceparcing from the faith, ÞÞ to] 
meaning the true faith. | x Bos | 

- 2. And the Apoſtle further deſcribes this ſon of perdition (to wit) | 

dlreth himſelfe above all rbat ts calted Ged, or that 4 wit 

= he as God, fittetb 5# the remple of .Ged,) ſhewing him l ce 
elſe thay bes God; "(ee verſi 44 Now ts-16n0t rydenc.in-char which "ng 


BOS i IaAS roo 


Hathbeen ſhexed, that he both vþpoſeth and exalreth bimſHf abpve al 
that talled God, or that i worſhipped, when be forbiddeth to marry, 
where God hath bid marry, and when he commandeth to abſtain from 

mrats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them 
' tharbelieve and know the trnth. 
Is not this firſt in dire& oppoſition againſt God and the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt? | 

And ſecondly, Doth he not berein exalt himſeſfe above them, * 
which indeed are all thar can properly be called God?Though yet he 
likewife exalteth himſelf above all Mapiſtrates, which in ſome reſreRs 
are likewiſe in Scripture called Gods, though they maſt dye like mey. 

And thirdly, Doth he not fir i» che Temple of God(that is to ſay ) in 
the { harch of Ged; for there was once a true Church of God at Rc, 
till che myſtery of Iniquity was got above it, and wrought our the true 

; | Chriftian government, and uſurped all Church power over the true 
x Chriftians,8 cyrann'zed over them,and made binding lawes for them, 
: | which Chriſt never made, nor allowed of; ard yet to this ay, they 
f | vſurptheticle ofthe Chriſtian Catholick-Church, of which they own 
N the Pope as Head, and honour him as God, yea and aboye God, ow- 
- ning him as Judge of do&rines and that above the Scriptures ; and ſo 
> | by conſequence above God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and his holy 
n | Spirit, by whom they were given forth ; And whats this leſſe then 
1d | honouring him as God, yea and above God, which is flat and grofſe 
53 | Idolatry, and yet this alſo be aſcribeth to himſelf, which is as much as 
at | fhewing himſelf that be is God, and would go near to excommunicate, 
an || and allo ſeek the ruine anddeftruQion of any King, or Kingdom, or 
f. | Nation whatſoever, chat doth bur'give liberty ro Prieſts and men in 
£d || holy orders to argue the concrary-in any publick way ; thouph not- 
bh. | wickftarding it is afgued in a private-way, and cleared convincingly 
to be a groſle Idotatrous and proud uſurp ation and odiovſly abo- 
minable both before'God and men, of which alf that sre ingenuons of 
ris | that religion, that have confideted the prethiſes,camor chooſe but be 
f fin | aſhamed co profeſſe themſelves acceſſary. to ſuch groffe Tdolatry. 
that YÞ Andche rather conſidering this afurpation was fo Jong ſince fore- 
(ith, | told by the Spirit of Godin ſ#cred Scripture, and the means & cauſe 
_[oOfit ſo maviſefily held forth co be ſo wicked an abthor, for the Apo-_ 
wit) © file deſcribes him'rd be hin3 wh3ſe comivp it after the vorBiay of Sarin © 
with al power, and fegnes, and lying wonders , verl.9, And with all de- 
teivableneſſe of anrighteouſneſſe in thew that periſh, becauſe they reces- 


bnd wot the leveaf the trath that they tight be ſaved, Ver, yo. 
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vices, and continued chem ſo long atime, to wit, And for #ls. 
"ſha [tGed ſertd them ftroug delupons,that they ſhrnld belecue are, 


'T hat theyal miphtbe dawned, who beleeved x04 the truth but bad plua» 
ſure in unrighteonſneſs, ſee verſ.12. Duubtleſſe it is a (ad and fearfull 


condician that thoſe men are fallen into,cto whom God purpoſely ſen- 


:deth ſuch frong deluſions that they might. be danmned, and when he 


blindech their eyes and hardenerh their hearts, left they fo -uld believs and 
be converted, and Chrift ſh:uld heale them. This was ſo-with the Jewes | 


 andis now. ſo with the church-of Rome; now what bath befallen to 


the Jewes in judgment they well know, andthe like and worſe judg- 
ment ſhall certainly befall them, ſo many. of them as doe not repent, 
.and the time is at hand, 
| But I ſhallonly.commend unto them one portion of Scripture, ard 

ſo conclude,becauſe I would not exceede a ſheet in prince upon this 
fubje@. And that is obs 12. begicning at-zhe 37 & 44 verſe. 
_ Ir was faid of che Jewes ; Thar rh3ugh be bad done [o many miracles 
before thew, yet they believed not 0n im, ver(.37-And che reaſon ts ren- 


 dred verſ.39.to be Therefore Pf aaje Eſaiah faid again, He herb blind- 


ed their eyes, and. bardentd their hearts, left they ſhoxld ſee with their 
e3es, and underfland with their hearts, avd be converted, and 1 ſh:uld 
keal them, verl. 40. And this was that the {aying of the Prophet Iſaias 
might be folfiled,that they remained ſo obftinate, and 4id- nor belteve, 

"Naw thereis many-prophelies conceraing the church of Rye which 


| molt certhily bg | Illed jn;their ſeg | fon, And -rb:n [hull that wicked 


; che Lord ball »l. exith the Spirit «f bis month, 


£R Lia rhe brighrne eo] hiz coming, 2 Thell, 2. 8. 
alc alias þ guo, 8nd chis. deftraQion ſhall 


ak is even at their dore s. : And therefore if, there 
e Pegp penind Chin them, Web be, exhortation of 


.BO n =! ally todefiweto, 
'G & 16+, 1 19, Ar 4 


